The Iranian situation isn't understood very well (Wade, 1979). Ironically, the role of soils and desertification is more responsible for the plight of the people than any social or political manipulations, especially in the long run. Abuse of the land in Iran provides classic illustrations of the "tragedy of the commons" (Hardin, 1968). We should carefully study the environment and the past human abuse of land in Iran, because these extreme samples will be increasingly a part of the strategic scenarios in other nations of the region and elsewhere (Olson and Hanfmann, 1971).
